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4.4 PROJECT COMMUNICATION SUMMARY TABLE 

 
ORGANIZATION COMMUNICATION SUMMARY/RESPONSE 

Washington State Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation (DAHP) [SHPO] 
Dr. Robert Whitlam, Washington State Archaeologist 

APE Letter 7-19-16 Response to APE letter concurring with the APE definition 7-27-16 

Survey Report 2-8-17 Response concurring with the  Determination of “No Historic 
Properties Affected” for the Project 2-8-17 

Addendum Report 3-15-17 Response concurring with the  Determination of “No Historic 
Properties Affected” for the additional work areas 3-15-17 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Dan Hall, Regional Archaeologist  of Pacific Region 
Marcella Teters, Superintendent of Puget Sound Agency 

APE Letter 7-28-16 Mailed APE letter; no response to date 

Survey Report 2-8-17 Mailed survey report; no response to date 

Addendum Report 3-21-17 Mailed addendum report; no response to date 

Nooksack Indian Tribe  
Honorable Bob Kelley 
George Swanaset, Jr., THPO 

APE Letter 7-19-16 Mailed APE letter; no response to date 

Survey Report 2-8-17 Mailed survey report; no response to date 

Meeting 2-15-17 Meeting to discuss the Project; George Swanaset Jr. was invited 
but could not attend the meeting 

Addendum Report 3-21-17 Mailed addendum report; no response to date 

Lummi Nation  
Honorable Tim Ballew 
Lena Tso, THPO 

APE Letter 7-19-16 Mailed APE letter; no response to date 

Survey Report 2-8-17 Mailed survey report; no response to date 

Addendum Report 3-21-17 Mailed addendum report; no response to date 
Samish Indian Nation  
Honorable Thomas Wooten 
Jackie Ferry, THPO 

APE Letter 7-19-16 
Jackie Ferry responded by email to the APE Letter (8-4-16), stating 
that the tribe was not interested in consulting for cultural resources 
on this Project  

Suquamish Tribe  
Office of Executive Director 
Dennis Lewarch, THPO 

APE Letter 7-19-16 Mailed APE letter; no response to date 

Survey Report 2-8-17 Mailed survey report; no response to date 

Addendum Report 3-21-17 Mailed addendum report; no response to date 

Tulalip Tribes of Washington  
Honorable Melvin Sheldon, Jr. 
Richard Young, Cultural Resources, Hibulb Cultural 
Center and Natural History Preserve 

APE Letter 7-19-16 Mailed APE letter; no response to date 

Survey Report 2-8-17 Mailed survey report; no response to date 

Addendum Report 3-21-17 Mailed addendum report; no response to date 
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4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY  

An archaeological and historic property survey was completed for the entire Project APE 
between September 26, 2016 and October 11, 2016. An Addendum One report for two 
additional workspaces at MLVs 17-7 and 17-8 was completed on March 15, 2017. 
Copies of the Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Report (Survey Report) and 
Addendum One report prepared by AINW are included in Appendix 4C. The Survey 
Report describes the regulatory context including APE, previous survey work, cultural 
and environmental context, field techniques and methods, and archaeological inventory 
results. No historic-period buildings or structures were identified within the Project APE 
during the survey by AINW. The Addendum One report did not identify any historic-
period buildings or structures within the additional workspaces at MLVs 17-7 and 17-8. 
One archaeological resource, historic-period debris scatter 45WH1016, was found 
during fieldwork. AINW recommended that the site is not eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and that no additional archaeological work 
for the Project was needed. Based on the results of the investigation, Northwest 
determined a finding of “No Historic Properties Affected” for the Project, and SHPO 
concurred with the determination on February 8, 2017 and March 15, 2017.  

The Survey Report and Addendum One report contain information relative to the 
location, character and ownership information about cultural resources; therefore, the 
cover and all relevant pages therein have been clearly labeled in bold lettering: 
“CONTAINS PRIVILEGED INFORMATION – DO NOT RELEASE.” 

A copy of the Unanticipated Discovery Plan is provided in Appendix 4D. 
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please feel free to contact Paul Friedman, Senior Technical Expert in Cultural 
Resources, at 202-502-8059 (email: paul.friedman@ferc.gov).  
 
The enclosed APE map shows the largest extent of the potential construction work 
area to safely and efficiently execute the Project.  This area will be surveyed for 
environmental resources including cultural resources.  Northwest has contracted with 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. (AINW), to conduct the cultural resource 
survey, prepare a survey report, and assist in federal, state, and tribal consultations.  
The surveys are anticipated to begin the third week of September 2016.  Northwest 
would like to respectfully invite the Suquamish Tribe to participate in the cultural 
resource survey effort.  Once the survey report is completed, Northwest will provide the 
survey report to the tribe for review.   
 
An APE letter is also being submitted to the Washington State Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs requesting any 
comments or feedback on the Project. 
 
We welcome your suggestions and feedback about the proposed Project.  Northwest is 
requesting information such as archaeological sites, burials, and traditional cultural 
properties that you may know about within the study area that you would be willing to 
share.  So that planning and coordination can occur prior to surveys being conducted, 
Northwest would appreciate a response within 30 days, if possible.  You may respond 
via letter or email.  If you have questions or would like additional information regarding 
the Project, please feel free to contact me at 801-584-6751 or by email: 
toby.schwalbe@williams.com.  If you have questions regarding the Project survey 
methodology, APE, or cultural resources, please feel free to contact Lucie Tisdale, 
M.A., R.P.A., Senior Archaeologist, AINW, at 503-761-6605 or by email: 
lucie@ainw.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Toby Schwalbe 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Engineering & Construction – Natural Resource Permitting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Dennis Lewarch, THPO Suquamish Tribe 
  
Encl.    
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Workspace and Area of Potential Effects Figure 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

AINW Report Number 3747 



 
 
 
 
March 21, 2017 
 
Marcella Teters 
Superintendent 
Puget Sound Agency 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
2707 Colby Avenue, Suite 1101 
Everett, Washington 98201-3528 
 
RE:   Change in the Area of Potential Effect for the North Fork Nooksack River 

Line Lowering Project   
 
Dear Ms. Teters, 
 
This letter is in regard to the North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project (Project) on 
Northwest Pipeline LLC’s (Northwest), a Williams company, existing natural gas 
transmission pipeline easement between MP 1468.46 and MP 1468.78 in the north 
floodplain of the North Fork of the Nooksack River, located in Whatcom County, 
Washington.  On July 19, 2016, we sent you an Area of Potential Effect (APE) letter, 
introducing you to the Project and requesting feedback your Tribe may have on the 
Project and its APE, and invited the Tribe to participate in the archaeological survey. 
 
In October 2016, the archaeological and historic property survey was completed by 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. (AINW).  On February 8, 2017, we sent 
you a letter along with a figure of the APE and a copy of AINW’s archaeological and 
historic property survey report.  We asked for suggestions and feedback on the report.  
 
Copies of the report also went to Dr. Rob Whitlam with the Washington Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), the Nooksack Indian Tribe, the 
Suquamish Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes of Washington, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  
The Samish Indian Nation indicated on August 4, 2016, that they were not interested in 
consulting for archaeological or historic properties on the Project at that time.  
Northwest asked for concurrence from DAHP on a “No Historic Properties Affected”  
determination and DAHP concurred on February 9, 2017.   
 
Subsequent to the report, the APE has changed.  Two additional work areas have 
been added to the Project APE to accommodate grouting and nitrogen filling activities 
of the previously abandoned in-place 26-inch mainline at Main Line Valve (MLV) 17-7 
and MLV 17-8.  AINW performed a records review which showed that both 
workspaces, including the temporary extra work areas, were previously surveyed.  
AINW’s addendum report, Archaeological and Historic Property Survey of the 
Northwest Pipeline LLC North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project, Whatcom County, 
Washington, Addendum One: Additional Workspaces (AINW Report No. 3820, dated 
March 15, 2017; electronic version uploaded to WISAARD), describes the previous 
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cultural resource survey work for the two additional work areas.  A copy of the 
addendum report is attached.   
 
The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and 
FERC is the agency responsible for all applicable federal authorizations for the Project 
in accordance with section 313(b)(1) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, and in 
accordance to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  The 
regulations for implementing Section 106 of the NHPA (36 CFR 800) allows companies 
or their consultants to gather information; however, the FERC is ultimately responsible 
for project determinations. 
 
All government-to-government consultations are between the Tribe and FERC, not 
Northwest.  Northwest plans to file in April 2017 an application for a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity (Certificate application) with the FERC.  After the 
initiation of FERC’s involvement, the FERC will contact Indian tribes through issuance 
of a Notice of Intent to Produce an Environmental Document and/or individual letters to 
Tribes.  If you would like to communicate directly with the FERC natural gas 
archaeological staff to discuss its cultural resource review and consultation process, 
please feel free to contact Paul Friedman, Senior Technical Expert in Cultural 
Resources, at 202-502-8059 (email: paul.friedman@ferc.gov).  
 
A copy of the addendum report has gone to Dr. Rob Whitlam with DAHP.  On March 
15, 2017, Northwest asked for and received a concurrence from DAHP on a “No 
Historic Properties Affected”  recommendation.  Copies of the addendum report will 
also go to the Lummi Nation, Nooksack Indian Tribe, the Suquamish Tribe, and the 
Tulalip Tribes of Washington.   
 
We welcome your suggestions and feedback about the original survey and addendum 
reports.  You may respond with your comments via letter or email.  If you have 
questions or would like additional information regarding the Project, please feel free to 
contact me at 801-584-6751 or by email: toby.schwalbe@williams.com.  If you have 
questions regarding the Project survey methodology, APE, or cultural resources, 
please feel free to contact Lucie Tisdale M.A., R.P.A., Senior Archaeologist, AINW, at 
503-761-6605 or by email: lucie@ainw.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Toby Schwalbe 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
 
cc: Harold (Dan) Hall, BIA Archaeologist, Pacific Regional Office     
Encl.    

mailto:paul.friedman@ferc.gov
mailto:toby.schwalbe@williams.com
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Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. 

 
3510 N.E. 122nd Ave.    ●  Portland, Oregon 97230 Vancouver Phone (360) 696-7473 
Phone (503) 761-6605  ●  Fax (503) 761-6620 E-mail:  ainw@ainw.com 

Web:  www.ainw.com 
 

TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: Marcella Teters 
 Superintendent 
 Puget Sound Agency 
 Bureau of Indian Affairs 
 2707 Colby Avenue, Suite 1101 
 Everett, Washington 98201-3528 
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 

   

  

  X 

 

X 



 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. 

 
3510 N.E. 122nd Ave.    ●  Portland, Oregon 97230 Vancouver Phone (360) 696-7473 
Phone (503) 761-6605  ●  Fax (503) 761-6620 E-mail:  ainw@ainw.com 

Web:  www.ainw.com 
 

TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: Dan Hall 
 Regional Archaeologist 
 Pacific Region 
 Bureau of Indian Affairs 
 2800 Cottage Way 
 Sacramento, CA 95825 
 
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 

   

  

  X 

 

X 



March 21, 2017 

Honorable Tim Ballew  
Lummi Nation 
2334 Lummi View Dr.  
Bellingham, Washington 98226 

RE:   Change in the Area of Potential Effect for the North Fork Nooksack River 
Line Lowering Project 

Dear Chairman Ballew, 

This letter is in regard to the North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project (Project) on 
Northwest Pipeline LLC’s (Northwest), a Williams company, existing natural gas 
transmission pipeline easement between MP 1468.46 and MP 1468.78 in the north 
floodplain of the North Fork of the Nooksack River, located in Whatcom County, 
Washington.  On July 19, 2016, we sent you an Area of Potential Effect (APE) letter, 
introducing you to the Project and requesting feedback your Tribe may have on the 
Project and its APE, and invited the Tribe to participate in the archaeological survey. 

In October 2016, the archaeological and historic property survey was completed by 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. (AINW).  On February 8, 2017, we sent 
you a letter along with a figure of the APE and a copy of AINW’s archaeological and 
historic property survey report.  We asked for suggestions and feedback on the report.  

Copies of the report also went to Dr. Rob Whitlam with the Washington Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), the Nooksack Indian Tribe, the 
Suquamish Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes of Washington, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
The Samish Indian Nation indicated on August 4, 2016, that they were not interested in 
consulting for archaeological or historic properties on the Project at that time. 
Northwest asked for concurrence from DAHP on a “No Historic Properties Affected” 
determination and DAHP concurred on February 9, 2017.   

Subsequent to the report, the APE has changed.  Two additional work areas have 
been added to the Project APE to accommodate grouting and nitrogen filling activities 
of the previously abandoned in-place 26-inch mainline at Main Line Valve (MLV) 17-7 
and MLV 17-8.  AINW performed a records review which showed that both 
workspaces, including the temporary extra work areas, were previously surveyed. 
AINW’s addendum report, Archaeological and Historic Property Survey of the 
Northwest Pipeline LLC North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project, Whatcom County, 
Washington, Addendum One: Additional Workspaces (AINW Report No. 3820, dated 
March 15, 2017; electronic version uploaded to WISAARD), describes the previous 
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cultural resource survey work for the two additional work areas.  A copy of the 
addendum report is attached.   
 
The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and 
FERC is the agency responsible for all applicable federal authorizations for the Project 
in accordance with section 313(b)(1) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, and in 
accordance to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  The 
regulations for implementing Section 106 of the NHPA (36 CFR 800) allows companies 
or their consultants to gather information; however, the FERC is ultimately responsible 
for project determinations. 
 
All government-to-government consultations are between the Tribe and FERC, not 
Northwest.  Northwest plans to file in April 2017 an application for a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity (Certificate application) with the FERC.  After the 
initiation of FERC’s involvement, the FERC will contact Indian tribes through issuance 
of a Notice of Intent to Produce an Environmental Document and/or individual letters to 
Tribes.  If you would like to communicate directly with the FERC natural gas 
archaeological staff to discuss its cultural resource review and consultation process, 
please feel free to contact Paul Friedman, Senior Technical Expert in Cultural 
Resources, at 202-502-8059 (email: paul.friedman@ferc.gov).  
 
A copy of the addendum report has gone to Dr. Rob Whitlam with DAHP.  On March 
15, 2017, Northwest asked for and received a concurrence from DAHP on a “No 
Historic Properties Affected”  recommendation.  Copies of the addendum report will 
also go to the Nooksack Indian Tribe, the Suquamish Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes of 
Washington, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.   
 
We welcome your suggestions and feedback about the original survey and addendum 
reports.  You may respond with your comments via letter or email.  If you have 
questions or would like additional information regarding the Project, please feel free to 
contact me at 801-584-6751 or by email: toby.schwalbe@williams.com.  If you have 
questions regarding the Project survey methodology, APE, or cultural resources, 
please feel free to contact Lucie Tisdale M.A., R.P.A., Senior Archaeologist, AINW, at 
503-761-6605 or by email: lucie@ainw.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Toby Schwalbe 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
 
cc: Lena Tso, THPO Lummi Nation 
Encl.    

mailto:paul.friedman@ferc.gov
mailto:toby.schwalbe@williams.com
mailto:lucie@ainw.com


 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. 

 
3510 N.E. 122nd Ave.    ●  Portland, Oregon 97230 Vancouver Phone (360) 696-7473 
Phone (503) 761-6605  ●  Fax (503) 761-6620 E-mail:  ainw@ainw.com 

Web:  www.ainw.com 
 

TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: Honorable Tim Ballew  
 Lummi Nation 
 2334 Lummi View Dr.  
 Bellingham, Washington 98226  
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 

   

  

  X 

 

X 



 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. 

 
3510 N.E. 122nd Ave.    ●  Portland, Oregon 97230 Vancouver Phone (360) 696-7473 
Phone (503) 761-6605  ●  Fax (503) 761-6620 E-mail:  ainw@ainw.com 

Web:  www.ainw.com 
 

TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: Lena Tso 
 THPO  
 Lummi Nation 
 2665 Kwina Road  
 Bellingham, Washington 98226-9298  
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 

   

  

  X 

 

X 



 
 
 
 
 
 
March 21, 2017 
 
Honorable Bob Kelley  
Nooksack Indian Tribe 
4979 Mount Baker Highway, Suite F 
Deming, Washington 98244 
 
 
RE:   Change in the Area of Potential Effect for the North Fork Nooksack River 

Line Lowering Project   
 
Dear Chairman Kelley, 
 
This letter is in regard to the North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project (Project) on 
Northwest Pipeline LLC’s (Northwest), a Williams company, existing natural gas 
transmission pipeline easement between MP 1468.46 and MP 1468.78 in the north 
floodplain of the North Fork of the Nooksack River, located in Whatcom County, 
Washington.  On July 19, 2016, we sent you an Area of Potential Effect (APE) letter, 
introducing you to the Project and requesting feedback your Tribe may have on the 
Project and its APE, and invited the Tribe to participate in the archaeological survey. 
 
In October 2016, the archaeological and historic property survey was completed by 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. (AINW).  On February 8, 2017, we sent 
you a letter along with a figure of the APE and a copy of AINW’s archaeological and 
historic property survey report.  We asked for suggestions and feedback on the report.  
 
Copies of the report also went to Dr. Rob Whitlam with the Washington Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), the Nooksack Indian Tribe, the 
Suquamish Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes of Washington, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  
The Samish Indian Nation indicated on August 4, 2016, that they were not interested in 
consulting for archaeological or historic properties on the Project at that time.  
Northwest asked for concurrence from DAHP on a “No Historic Properties Affected”  
determination and DAHP concurred on February 9, 2017.   
 
Subsequent to the report, the APE has changed.  Two additional work areas have 
been added to the Project APE to accommodate grouting and nitrogen filling activities 
of the previously abandoned in-place 26-inch mainline at Main Line Valve (MLV) 17-7 
and MLV 17-8.  AINW performed a records review which showed that both 
workspaces, including the temporary extra work areas, were previously surveyed.  
AINW’s addendum report, Archaeological and Historic Property Survey of the 
Northwest Pipeline LLC North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project, Whatcom County, 
Washington, Addendum One: Additional Workspaces (AINW Report No. 3820, dated 
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March 15, 2017; electronic version uploaded to WISAARD), describes the previous 
cultural resource survey work for the two additional work areas.  A copy of the 
addendum report is attached.   
 
The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and 
FERC is the agency responsible for all applicable federal authorizations for the Project 
in accordance with section 313(b)(1) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, and in 
accordance to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  The 
regulations for implementing Section 106 of the NHPA (36 CFR 800) allows companies 
or their consultants to gather information; however, the FERC is ultimately responsible 
for project determinations. 
 
All government-to-government consultations are between the Tribe and FERC, not 
Northwest.  Northwest plans to file in April 2017 an application for a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity (Certificate application) with the FERC.  After the 
initiation of FERC’s involvement, the FERC will contact Indian tribes through issuance 
of a Notice of Intent to Produce an Environmental Document and/or individual letters to 
Tribes.  If you would like to communicate directly with the FERC natural gas 
archaeological staff to discuss its cultural resource review and consultation process, 
please feel free to contact Paul Friedman, Senior Technical Expert in Cultural 
Resources, at 202-502-8059 (email: paul.friedman@ferc.gov).  
 
A copy of the addendum report has gone to Dr. Rob Whitlam with DAHP.  On March 
15, 2017, Northwest asked for and received a concurrence from DAHP on a “No 
Historic Properties Affected”  recommendation.  Copies of the addendum report will 
also go to the Lummi Nation, the Suquamish Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes of Washington, 
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.   
 
We welcome your suggestions and feedback about the original survey and addendum 
reports.  You may respond with your comments via letter or email.  If you have 
questions or would like additional information regarding the Project, please feel free to 
contact me at 801-584-6751 or by email: toby.schwalbe@williams.com.  If you have 
questions regarding the Project survey methodology, APE, or cultural resources, 
please feel free to contact Lucie Tisdale M.A., R.P.A., Senior Archaeologist, AINW, at 
503-761-6605 or by email: lucie@ainw.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Toby Schwalbe 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
 
cc: George Swanaset Jr., THPO Nooksack Indian Tribe 
Encl.    

mailto:paul.friedman@ferc.gov
mailto:toby.schwalbe@williams.com
mailto:lucie@ainw.com


 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. 

 
3510 N.E. 122nd Ave.    ●  Portland, Oregon 97230 Vancouver Phone (360) 696-7473 
Phone (503) 761-6605  ●  Fax (503) 761-6620 E-mail:  ainw@ainw.com 

Web:  www.ainw.com 
 

TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: Honorable Bob Kelley  
 Nooksack Indian Tribe 
 4979 Mount Baker Highway, Suite F 
 Deming, Washington 98244 
  
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 

   

  

  X 

 

X 



 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. 

 
3510 N.E. 122nd Ave.    ●  Portland, Oregon 97230 Vancouver Phone (360) 696-7473 
Phone (503) 761-6605  ●  Fax (503) 761-6620 E-mail:  ainw@ainw.com 

Web:  www.ainw.com 
 

TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: George Swanaset Jr. 
 THPO  
 Nooksack Indian Tribe 
 PO Box 157 
 Deming, Washington 98244-0157 
  
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 

   

  

  X 

 

X 



 
 
 
 
 
March 21, 2017 
 
Office of Executive Director 
Suquamish Tribe 
18490 Suquamish Way 
Suquamish, Washington 98392 
 
 
RE:   Change in the Area of Potential Effect for the North Fork Nooksack River 

Line Lowering Project   
 
Dear Executive Director, 
 
This letter is in regard to the North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project (Project) on 
Northwest Pipeline LLC’s (Northwest), a Williams company, existing natural gas 
transmission pipeline easement between MP 1468.46 and MP 1468.78 in the north 
floodplain of the North Fork of the Nooksack River, located in Whatcom County, 
Washington.  On July 19, 2016, we sent you an Area of Potential Effect (APE) letter, 
introducing you to the Project and requesting feedback your Tribe may have on the 
Project and its APE, and invited the Tribe to participate in the archaeological survey. 
 
In October 2016, the archaeological and historic property survey was completed by 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. (AINW).  On February 8, 2017, we sent 
you a letter along with a figure of the APE and a copy of AINW’s archaeological and 
historic property survey report.  We asked for suggestions and feedback on the report.  
 
Copies of the report also went to Dr. Rob Whitlam with the Washington Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), the Nooksack Indian Tribe, the 
Suquamish Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes of Washington, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  
The Samish Indian Nation indicated on August 4, 2016, that they were not interested in 
consulting for archaeological or historic properties on the Project at that time.  
Northwest asked for concurrence from DAHP on a “No Historic Properties Affected”  
determination and DAHP concurred on February 9, 2017.   
 
Subsequent to the report, the APE has changed.  Two additional work areas have 
been added to the Project APE to accommodate grouting and nitrogen filling activities 
of the previously abandoned in-place 26-inch mainline at Main Line Valve (MLV) 17-7 
and MLV 17-8.  AINW performed a records review which showed that both 
workspaces, including the temporary extra work areas, were previously surveyed.  
AINW’s addendum report, Archaeological and Historic Property Survey of the 
Northwest Pipeline LLC North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project, Whatcom County, 
Washington, Addendum One: Additional Workspaces (AINW Report No. 3820, dated 
March 15, 2017; electronic version uploaded to WISAARD), describes the previous 

 
NORTHWEST PIPELINE LLC 
295 Chipeta Way 
Salt Lake City, UT  84108 
(801) 584-6751 
toby.schwalbe@williams.com 
 



cultural resource survey work for the two additional work areas.  A copy of the 
addendum report is attached.   

The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and 
FERC is the agency responsible for all applicable federal authorizations for the Project 
in accordance with section 313(b)(1) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, and in 
accordance to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  The 
regulations for implementing Section 106 of the NHPA (36 CFR 800) allows companies 
or their consultants to gather information; however, the FERC is ultimately responsible 
for project determinations. 

All government-to-government consultations are between the Tribe and FERC, not 
Northwest.  Northwest plans to file in April 2017 an application for a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity (Certificate application) with the FERC.  After the 
initiation of FERC’s involvement, the FERC will contact Indian tribes through issuance 
of a Notice of Intent to Produce an Environmental Document and/or individual letters to 
Tribes.  If you would like to communicate directly with the FERC natural gas 
archaeological staff to discuss its cultural resource review and consultation process, 
please feel free to contact Paul Friedman, Senior Technical Expert in Cultural 
Resources, at 202-502-8059 (email: paul.friedman@ferc.gov).  

A copy of the addendum report has gone to Dr. Rob Whitlam with DAHP.  On March 
15, 2017, Northwest asked for and received a concurrence from DAHP on a “No 
Historic Properties Affected”  recommendation.  Copies of the addendum report will 
also go to the Lummi Nation, Nooksack Indian Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes of Washington, 
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.   

We welcome your suggestions and feedback about the original survey and addendum 
reports.  You may respond with your comments via letter or email.  If you have 
questions or would like additional information regarding the Project, please feel free to 
contact me at 801-584-6751 or by email: toby.schwalbe@williams.com.  If you have 
questions regarding the Project survey methodology, APE, or cultural resources, 
please feel free to contact Lucie Tisdale M.A., R.P.A., Senior Archaeologist, AINW, at 
503-761-6605 or by email: lucie@ainw.com. 

Sincerely, 

Toby Schwalbe 
Senior Environmental Scientist 

cc: Dennis Lewarch, THPO Suquamish Tribe 
Encl. 

mailto:paul.friedman@ferc.gov
mailto:toby.schwalbe@williams.com
mailto:lucie@ainw.com


 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. 

 
3510 N.E. 122nd Ave.    ●  Portland, Oregon 97230 Vancouver Phone (360) 696-7473 
Phone (503) 761-6605  ●  Fax (503) 761-6620 E-mail:  ainw@ainw.com 

Web:  www.ainw.com 
 

TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: Office of Executive Director 
 Suquamish Tribe 
 18490 Suquamish Way 
 Suquamish, Washington 98392  
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 
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Phone (503) 761-6605  ●  Fax (503) 761-6620 E-mail:  ainw@ainw.com 

Web:  www.ainw.com 
 

TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: Dennis Lewarch 
 THPO 
 Suquamish Tribe 
 PO Box 498 
 Suquamish, Washington 98392-0498  
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 

   

  

  X 

 

X 



March 21, 2017 

Honorable Melvin Sheldon, Jr. 
Tulalip Tribes of Washington 
6406 Marine Dr. 
Tulalip, Washington 98271 

RE:   Change in the Area of Potential Effect for the North Fork Nooksack River 
Line Lowering Project  

Dear Chairman Sheldon, 

This letter is in regard to the North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project (Project) on 
Northwest Pipeline LLC’s (Northwest), a Williams company, existing natural gas 
transmission pipeline easement between MP 1468.46 and MP 1468.78 in the north 
floodplain of the North Fork of the Nooksack River, located in Whatcom County, 
Washington.  On July 19, 2016, we sent you an Area of Potential Effect (APE) letter, 
introducing you to the Project and requesting feedback your Tribe may have on the 
Project and its APE, and invited the Tribe to participate in the archaeological survey. 

In October 2016, the archaeological and historic property survey was completed by 
Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. (AINW).  On February 8, 2017, we sent 
you a letter along with a figure of the APE and a copy of AINW’s archaeological and 
historic property survey report.  We asked for suggestions and feedback on the report.  

Copies of the report also went to Dr. Rob Whitlam with the Washington Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), the Nooksack Indian Tribe, the 
Suquamish Tribe, the Tulalip Tribes of Washington, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
The Samish Indian Nation indicated on August 4, 2016, that they were not interested in 
consulting for archaeological or historic properties on the Project at that time. 
Northwest asked for concurrence from DAHP on a “No Historic Properties Affected” 
determination and DAHP concurred on February 9, 2017.   

Subsequent to the report, the APE has changed.  Two additional work areas have 
been added to the Project APE to accommodate grouting and nitrogen filling activities 
of the previously abandoned in-place 26-inch mainline at Main Line Valve (MLV) 17-7 
and MLV 17-8.  AINW performed a records review which showed that both 
workspaces, including the temporary extra work areas, were previously surveyed. 
AINW’s addendum report, Archaeological and Historic Property Survey of the 
Northwest Pipeline LLC North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering Project, Whatcom County, 
Washington, Addendum One: Additional Workspaces (AINW Report No. 3820, dated 
March 15, 2017; electronic version uploaded to WISAARD), describes the previous 
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cultural resource survey work for the two additional work areas.  A copy of the 
addendum report is attached.   
 
The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and 
FERC is the agency responsible for all applicable federal authorizations for the Project 
in accordance with section 313(b)(1) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, and in 
accordance to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  The 
regulations for implementing Section 106 of the NHPA (36 CFR 800) allows companies 
or their consultants to gather information; however, the FERC is ultimately responsible 
for project determinations. 
 
All government-to-government consultations are between the Tribe and FERC, not 
Northwest.  Northwest plans to file in April 2017 an application for a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity (Certificate application) with the FERC.  After the 
initiation of FERC’s involvement, the FERC will contact Indian tribes through issuance 
of a Notice of Intent to Produce an Environmental Document and/or individual letters to 
Tribes.  If you would like to communicate directly with the FERC natural gas 
archaeological staff to discuss its cultural resource review and consultation process, 
please feel free to contact Paul Friedman, Senior Technical Expert in Cultural 
Resources, at 202-502-8059 (email: paul.friedman@ferc.gov).  
 
A copy of the addendum report has gone to Dr. Rob Whitlam with DAHP.  On March 
15, 2017, Northwest asked for and received a concurrence from DAHP on a “No 
Historic Properties Affected”  recommendation.  Copies of the addendum report will 
also go to the Lummi Nation, Nooksack Indian Tribe, the Suquamish Tribe, and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs.   
 
We welcome your suggestions and feedback about the original survey and addendum 
reports.  You may respond with your comments via letter or email.  If you have 
questions or would like additional information regarding the Project, please feel free to 
contact me at 801-584-6751 or by email: toby.schwalbe@williams.com.  If you have 
questions regarding the Project survey methodology, APE, or cultural resources, 
please feel free to contact Lucie Tisdale M.A., R.P.A., Senior Archaeologist, AINW, at 
503-761-6605 or by email: lucie@ainw.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Toby Schwalbe 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
 
cc: Richard Young, Cultural Resources Tulalip Tribes of Washington 
Encl.    

mailto:paul.friedman@ferc.gov
mailto:toby.schwalbe@williams.com
mailto:lucie@ainw.com
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TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 
 
 
VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER  VIA FEDEX   VIA OTHER 
 
 
DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 
 
 
TO: Honorable Melvin Sheldon, Jr. 
 Tulalip Tribes of Washington 
 6406 Marine Dr. 
 Tulalip, Washington 98271  
 
SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 
 
 
Items Copies Description 

1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 
   
   

 
AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC.   
 
 
 
FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
 AINW Senior Archaeologist 
 
 
As per your request   For your information   Return requested 
 
 
For your review   For your approval   _________________ 
 
 
Project #16/2434 

   

  

  X 

 

X 
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TRANSMITTAL NOTICE 

VIA MAIL  VIA COURIER VIA FEDEX VIA OTHER 

DATE: March 21, 2017 PROJECT: North Fork Nooksack Line Lowering 

TO: Richard Young 
Cultural Resources 
Hibulb Cultural Center and Natural History Preserve 
6410 23rd Avenue NE 
Tulalip, Washington 98271  

SUBJECT: Archaeological and Historic Property Survey Addendum One Report 

Items Copies Description 
1 1 Letter from Northwest Pipeline LLC 
1 1 AINW Report No. 3820 

AINW is sending you a copy of the report on behalf of Northwest Pipeline LLC. 

FROM: Lucie Tisdale, M.A., R.P.A. 
AINW Senior Archaeologist 

As per your request For your information Return requested 

For your review For your approval _________________ 
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