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I n November, 1978, the electorate of
ernment. This change gave the regist
atives and referenda.
Ani ni tiistiaver oposal put forth by the
existing | aw. It is called an initia
An initiative proposal may be adopte
for a voitmitiAatmmiwne proposal requests
on the proposed ordinance and adopt
Theefer eamldluonws citi zens, through the
Council to the people before they be
Council to refer proposed | egislatio
The initiative and referendum proces
initiative or referendum measures mu
signatures from registered voters in
the County Counci l
The information provided here does n
This manual is designed to inform ci
and to serve as a guide to those who
endum.
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O File an initiative or referendum petition pr

QD
—
()

D Cont act t he Washi

i n Pakpect Dt ect e
funds or make expe t

n support of

o —
[72)

O rReview the proposal with the County Auditor

0 Auditor transmits a copy of the proposal to

[J] Prosecuting Attorney, within 10 days, will d
proponent i f qQquestions

[ Prior to printing the petitions or gathering
approval of the petition form, ballot title

[ Within 120 days, collect signatures of regis
no |l ess than eight (8) percent of the votes
I n the case of a mini i nitiative, not | ess t
in the county in the | ast gubernatorial el ec

O Auditor validates signatures and if sufficie
next general election that is at | east 120 d
the County Auditor for certification
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Within 10 days of receipt of an initiative or
formul ate the ballot title which shal/l consi s
(1A statement of the subject of the measure

( 2A

( 34

fMust be proposed as a positive statement
fBe sufficiently broad to reflect the subj
fBe sufficiently precise to give notice of

fTMust not exceed 10 words
concise description of the measur e:

fBe a true and i mpartial description of tI
fClearly identify the proposition to be Vv

TMust not, to the extent reasonably possi.l
against the measur e

fMust not exceed 30 words

guestion:

T“Shall this be enac

Y
=
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“Shall this be enacted into |

Yes = =

NO = m
For an initiative to the peoph
title must be displayed on th
Measure Nos. A and _ B
I nitiative Measure No. _ __  wo
As an alternative, the County
statement)

Yes = =
NO = m

2. Regardless of whether vyou

Measure N+= =

or

For a referendum measure on a
must be di splayed on the ball
“The Whatcom County Council a
voters have filed a sufficien

Should this ordinance be repe

Yes = =

No 4= =2

Measure N = _ _
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e measur
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concern
uld (con

Counci l

1.Should either of these measures be

voted ye

n ordina
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ce the proposal for an initiative or referen-
m has been filed with the A - a number
has been assigned to the me h e
osecuting Attorney has f g/f nci se
atement, the proponent w the sig
ture gathering process
e petition, printed on 1an 11
ches wide and not | ess gh
ommonly 11x17) with 1”7 b nfd ,
all contain on its rever. lf text
e proposed ordinance, <cl e ANy
rtion of an ordinance to v d on
e front of the form the bal nd a war
g against unl awf ul signing o1 -cLil ti1 on, and
al | include for each signatory a space for his
her printed name, street address, signature
d date of signing. Prior to gathering signa-
res, the Auditor shallThappropyeneme fwot in dblavehd
itiative petition or oéfapepnovml pefitihenpandtw
ovide written notice isngomamumgst loé phepoegnist e
the approval and theemgumabei nohumbgmnatorest | e
guired to validate theempeéetiofi odme OQoltegssicasat amn
bmi tted on the approve@gfudmams gwiblelr nla¢ ocoaht €l e
. Any signatures that mhaveimeeéemnmaal veredhoodr | ess
tition pages that haveé hkeeeanmnmbobletrenédvwills matsthb
unted. A valid signatltrasti gubee nat ocaialreéretchy
gi stered voter in Whatcom County. The signa-
re must match the sigupbwreimel|fyike@bami sschen of
ections Office in ordehetcohbeatgonRdedor shall
proponent, with a copy to
the number of wvalid signa
signatures are valid and
proposal or referendum pr
submitted to the peopl e a
el ection that is at | east
signed petition was deliwv
di tor for certification.
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Ball ot titles, explanat €oynstyathetentos, wahd ssaate
ments For and Against theriesttidai i ndevi a@dnadl sefaed-
enda wi | | be published imnttlee.Online Voters’
Guide and Local Voters’ Pamphlet. A Local Vot -
er s’ Pamphlet is publisiéde foariskecpiiomamwyl él eod
tion |l ocally and in conjComaeiitdoreewiAplpoti meé m&ashifmog
ton State Voters’ PamphlOéf ifcer nohé agemet hlanelt de-
tion. These wil/l be maidead| dnei dgtthe Thame o mmi t
week ballots are mailedstubmveot ¢éhe. committee’ s st
l' ine indicated in the Con
The Auditor’s Office haguaremeints.deddlei s¢ aby men
which to submit pamphleR20pfPages dcomanpulhiashi bg. no
It is Iimperative to submgrapmBeecpbpami f oeet Benhmea
Voters'’ Pamphl et by theadededatoenmdesiegnanteendber s’
printed in the voters’' pa
The jurisdiction affected wil/ appoint a commit -
tee of not more than thWbhatwlho Coppoyt Lobkcal i Viot ie
ative or referendum measure to prepareastate - mi ni strative Rules, Commi
ment advocaappmgoval Pesmgas+s+ ements, and committee
ur e. The jurisdiction winlltheael Aodappoi st wa bs o mmi

tee who oppose the measwwe. whaprcemaonenadystuast dudi
ment advocatejngctiviolofe rtsheorj umaiys-be obtained at the

diction fails to make such appointment(s), the
— \ 4 ~ \ ~
t dzot AO 5 A a0t 2a dzN.
Washington state politicécal i ogmmiant bes domat el &ics e
and spend money to inflpématescebtraichmuelesctainansan
must register and reporthienP®Ccwetbansc e ewiat h wiwlve p
Public Disclosure Law. ActerdiAsgitsodoanikce.di scl o-
sure | aw, your organization becomes a political
commi ttee when you firstohamerthenéxpeat aodinogncon
of receiving contributions or making expendi -
tures in support of, or Popposi Diescl beurae <Camdi da
or any ballot propositidnl Capitol Way Rm 206
PO Box 40908
Within two weeks of for @l ygnpa ac WamOB8H6&d e X -
pecting to receive or spewd)ITBBs (whic
occurs first), every polTiotilc®&87@8@®RBMAI fi
a registratidpc3t avi emenpdc®&pPCEc. wa. gov
Whet her you wil| need tottipl ¢/ avdvavi. pidan @V mMms
wi || depend on the doll ar amount vyour it -
tee expects to receive or spend.
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Attachment A

Whatcom County Charter
Article 2 The Legislative Branch

Secti o®@Wrdi B@nces.

The subject of every ordinance shall be clearly st ai
one subject.

Article 5 The Public I nterest

SectioDis5et® Government
The people of Whatcom County reserve to themselves the |

and to enact or reject them at the poll s, independent o
ecutive does not cover measures initiated by or referre:
Sectiodfh®. 206itiative.

The first power reserved to the people is the initiativ
nance may be proposed by filing, with the Auditor an in
initiative shall be amended or repealed within two (2)
quent initiative or referendum.

Sectiohnbitd@at i mie ati ons.

o

No initiative proposal requiring the expenditure of ad
new activity or purpose shall be filed unless p
h

eby be required.

oOvi sion:

=

sources of revenue which may t

=

Sectiohnbtitéidkdriocedur es.

Any |l egal wvoter or organization of |l egal voters of What
County Auditor, who within five (5) days, excluding Sat |
tioner to review the proposal as to form and style. The
which shall thereafter be the identifying number for th
proposal to the Prosecuting Attorney, who within ten (1
petitioner shall formulate the ballot title which shall
(b) a concise description of the measure; and (c) a que:
of the subject of the measure must be proposed as a pos
subject, and be sufficiently precise to give notice of
The concise description must contain no more than thirt:
measure’'s essential contents, clearly identify the prop:
possible, create prejudice either for or against the me.
The petitioner then has one hundred and twenty (120) da
the county equal in number to not | ess than eight (8) p
gubernatori al el ection.
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The one hundred and twenty (120) day p

(0]
—

iod shall begi

(s) by the Prosecuting Attorney’'s Office either by <cer
signatures falls on a weekend or | egal holiday, then t
extend to the end of the next business day.

Each petition shall contain the full text of the propo
nance and the ballot title. The Auditor shall verify t
is validated, submit the proposal to the people at the
dred and twenty (120) days after the registering of th
proposal without change or amendment . I f the County Co
and adopts a substitute measure concerning the same su
pl aced on the same ballot with the initiative proposal
ing either or rejecting both and shall then be given t
a majority of those voting on the first issue is for a
ty of the votes cast on the second issue shall be deem
first issue is for rejecting both, then neither measur
ond i ssue (Amended by referedadeam(i@B8t6); Amadeed blyy Or @
1995; Amended by referendum 2015) .

SectioMi Bindilti ati ve.
Any ordinance or amendment to an existing ordinance ma

tering with the Auditor initiative petitions bearing t
|l ess than three (3) percent of the number of votes cas
Upon verifying the sufficiency of the signatures, the
Council which shall hold a public hearing on the propo

within sixty (60) days.

Sectiohnbtéiamiswéeé ficient Signatures.

I f the proponents of an initiative fail to obtain the
period, but have sufficient sighatuiasive,qubaki pyopbea
treat ed -iami tai antiinie at the request of the proponents. (/

Sectiodh®. Reéferendum.

The second power reserved by the people is the referen
ordinance, or any part thereof passed by the County Co
sary for the immediate preservation of the public peac
ernment and its existing public institutions. Upon reg
measure wil|l be ineffective pending the outcome of the
endum petition against one or more items, sections or
remainder of the measure from t-akbngxeaffagyt. (Amended
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SectiomRebeb@inBumcedur es.

Any | egal voter, or organization of |l egal voters of Wh:
against any enacted ordinance or portion thereof, with
ed to the Audfitwe W4dFhidhayordfyter the ordinance i s pass

Within five (5) days, excluding Saturday, Sunday and h
to review the proposal as to form and style. The Audit
which shall thereafter be the identifying number for t|
the proposal to the County Prosecuting Attorney, who wi
mul ate the ballot title which shall consist of: (a) a
description of the measure; and (c) a question: “Shal/l
ject of the measure must be proposed as a positive st atl
and be sufficiently precise to give notice of the meas:
concise description must contain no more than thirty w
measure’s essenti al content s, clearly identify the pr o]
sonably possible, create prejudice either for or agai n:
ball ot title

The petitioner then has one hundred and twenty (120) d:
of the county qual in number to not | ess han eight (
regul ar ubernatori al el ection The one hundred and t w
of ficial notification to petitioner(s) by he Prosecut |
ger . I f the | ast day for collecting signatures falls ol
twenty (120) day period shal/l extend to the end of the
full text of the measure being referred and the ball ot
signatures on the petition and, if it is validated, sul
tion that is not | ess than one hundred and twenty (120)
(Amended by referendum 1995; Amended by referendum 201

Sectiohnbté6atives, Refdmendwms varsd NMimbier i ng Sys

The Auditor, when assigning numbersitoaihvesatshaebl ueid
sequenti al series for each category. No number shal/l b
1986) .

Sectiodfh®. Recall
The people further reserve the power of recalll as provi
Washington.

Sectiohmpl @ment by Ordinance.
The Council shall enact ordinances to promote the carr

For further provisions clarifying the procedures regar
com County Code, Ch. 1.08.
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Note: The Code has not yet
been updated to incorporate
the charter changes that
were made. See highlight

Sections:
1.08.
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chapter

Attachment B

Whatcom County Code
Chapter 1.08
I NI TI ATI VE, REFERENDUM AND RECA

PudOpose.

Deodinitions.

PBOcedures for processing initiatives and referenc
0Odthe | i mits.

Pbéparation and filing.

6606m of —pesignment of number.
DdoOy of the prosecuting attorney.
B80! otNottiitclee t o t rAppeaponents

e 0i+tReognu i

red number of signatures.

PB6Oi-tAcocnept ance or rejection by auditor.

AdOption

by council of substitute initiative meas:!

Mapority -\Retqairsultes for approval

EBOect of
Y060 not

petition.

al |l owed.

Lbtitations and applicability.
Mbaini t+Aaltli vowed.
Mre@init+Redquwier ement s.

MB@init+RUbIviec hearing required.

MPpéInNit+Rejivet ed initiat-imettatgueal i fy as mini

rReoball

Pur pose.

tion and to enact
the county counci
charge a public o
B.This chapter 1is
statutes, and Con
1.08.020 Definiti
For the purposes
A“File” means to
B Measure” means
nance or act requ

recognizes rights reserved to the people of

or reject them at the poll-spifiindeipeased
. I n addition, it is recognized that th
fficial

intended to be a supplement and a clarif
stitutional provi si eéms §c dn e3eDrr r8ign gL 9s bhj. e c

ons.
of this chapter, the words set out in th
register, to put on public record (used
|l egislative enactment, statute, or | aw (
ested).
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C“Petition” means a document embodying a request, often si
tures that which voters sign).

D*“Proposed” means to set forth consideration or acceptanc:¢

E“Register” means to record officially (r-8befpatopBle@Ppddi)

1.08.030 Procedures for processing initiatives and referen
The procedures set forth in WCC 1.08.040 through 1.08.150
initiative or r-22e§ edhddbr 8. (DF@pato) ) .

1.08.040 Time | imits.
ATime |limits for filing initiative and referendum measur e:
county auditor, and, furthermore, referendum measures shal

county counci l

BMi#initiative measures proposed to the county council wit
ty audito3l §Oz2.dl) .79

1.08. 050 Preparation and filing.
Any | egal voter, or organization of | egal voter$noftiWhatwveo
referendum measure with the county auditor, who, within fi

fer with the petitioners to review whether the proposed me
so advised by the auditor to allow -E®Brfreti-pp ©®o08 h-2®NBde7 @
2.2).

1.08. 060 ForimAsé§i gepmenit oaf number .

AEach petition, at the time of circulating, signing and r ¢
than 20 signatures on numbered | ines on eaicnhhi tsihaeteitv ewiwhhi cthh
require a ballot title, and a full, true and correct copy

printed on the reverse side.

BThe persons proposing the measure may prepare bl ank petit

paper of good writing quality (including but not I imited t
inches in |l ength with a margin of one inch at the top, bot
CThe auditor shall give the proposed initiative or referei
for the measure and refer it to the prosecuting attorney.
and 4minmitiatives, shall use a separate sequential series foc

DPetition forms for submission to the people for their ap]
substantially in the following form:
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WARNI NG:

than one

Every person who signs this petition

of

statement s,

I NI' TI ATI VE

(OR REFERENDUM)

these petitions, or who signs this

wi t h

To _ _ _ __ e , Auditor of
We, the undersigned citizens of Whatcom County and
known as County Initiative (or Referendum) Measure No.
the measure), a full, true and correct copy of which
Whatcom County for their approval or rejection at the
20___; and each of wus, as signers of this petition,
I have personally signed this petition, | am a | egal
dress is correctly stated on this petition.
Print NalmRediodencle Ad-
Petitioneros [Pognati weedrdeesnst,i fStfr eeCi apdor Tdwn
cation Number, f Any
(Here follow up, to 20 numbered
l ines divided ifnto columns as
bel ow)
1
2
3

(Ord. 02604 O5d:

Return t o:

(name)

(addr ess)

(city/town/state/ zip)

OBd.; 8356, (PArtp2 Ord; 3OO08F. 278) .

20

any
petition

shall be punished by fine or imprisonment

PETI TI ON FOR SUBMI SSI ON TO THE V

Whatcom Count )

| egal



1.08.070 Duty of the prosecuting attorney.

Within 10 days after the receipt of an initiative or refer
ment posed as a mpPoisitto vex geiesitd M nsybaldk express and give a
of the proposed measure. |t shall not intentionally be an

the measure. Such concise state®édng8sRPwidbé bleambpedbal | ot ti

1.08.080 Balbtotcetittol e h&@&Appepbnent s

AUpon the filing of the ballot title for an initiative or
exact |l anguage of the statement.
BProponents dissatisfied with the ballot title formulated

of the title with the Whatcom County auditor to3lapHean.ls)).o

1.08. 0907 Regutred number of signatures.

Foll owi ng expidraayt ipcerr i oofd trheef ey ed to in WCC 1.08.070, the
natures of the registered voters in the county equal in nu
the | asttenemal ae gubelteetbonal Each petition shall contain
ordinance, or amendment to an or ddh&anExh. a&d @rh@. ®6RI | ot t i

1.08.100iReteptance or rejection by auditor.

AUpon receipt of an initiative or referendum petition, the
the petition and, if it is validated, submit the measure t
days after the registering of the petition for the measur e
change or amendment .

BDecisions to refuse to validate petitions may be reviewec
7931 § 2.7).

1.08.110 Adoption by council of substitute initiative meas
AThe county council may enact a proposed initiative after
audi tor .

Bln the event that the county council does not adopt a pr
concerning the same subject, the substitute measure shall
(Ord3178 2.8).

1.08.120 MajoriReguveti ¢esulf s approval

AValidated initiative or referendum measures shal/l be app!
Bln the event that a proposed initiative and council subst
given the choice of accepting or rejecting both and then s
er. |I'f a majority of those voting on the first issue is fo
votes cast on the second issue shall be deemed approved. |
both, then neither measure shall be approved3tegaldderss of
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1.08.130 Effect of petition.

AThe effect of the referendum measure is to reject any act
acted by the county council. Upon registration and validat
will be ineffective pending the outcome of the referendum
one or more items, sections or parts of any act, bill, or
effect.

BAAn approved initiative measure is to be given the same ef
result of an initiative shall be amended or repealed withi

initiative or r-2fe§eandubn.. (Ord. 79

1.08.140 Veto not all owed.

The county executive shall not have the power to vello 8neas
2.11) .

1.08.150 Limitations and applicability.

AReferendum measures shall not be applicable to enacted ol
preservation of the public peace, health or safety, or the
ti ons.

BNo initiative measures requiring the expenditures of addi
new activity or purpose, shall be filed unless provisions

revenue which may b3l r& q2u.ilr2e)d.. (Ord. 79

1.08. 16i0niMiiingdht il weve d .
An ordinance or amendment to an existing ordinance may be
tions and the proposed measur 81wist 1B t(lpardagygnty auditor. (C

1.08. 1%40OniMiih&Rteique r ement s.

AAny | egal voter or organization of | egaltiadtti ers pofopWhbat c ¢
audi tor, who within five days, excluding Saturdays, Sunday
proposal as to form and styl e. Tihnei taiuadtiitvoer as hnau nhb egri,v ew htihceh
identifying nuwimbietri dtoirve. heThmé naudi tor shall then transmit
120 days to collect the signatures of registered voters of
number of votes cast in the count y-diary tplee iloasts hqaub erbreat or il
ci al notification to petitioner(s) by the auditor’'s office

B.The original proponent or his designee wWay tsurgmaitmerrgi ngg ap
od. After the initial filing, the proponents can contlilnue
additional petition signat urdeasy bsei gsnuabtmirtet ecdo lalfetcetri otnh ep e rniioct
containing more than the required number of signatures for
tures within 60 days.
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Colnitiative petitions must bear the signatures of qualifi
number of votes cast in the county 0n29t hkEex hl.a s&?2 o8ur bide;r-3n@0tdo.r i
§3.1) .

1.08. 18O0niMiindtuibvy ¢ c hearing required.

Upon verifying the sufficiency of the signatures, the audi
the counci l whi ch sihnailtli aitnitvreo dautc et hteh en exitnir egul ar county ¢
instances, hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance

duction.-2%72 O d6;-80r 8. 379) .

1.08. 190niMiinkRteij et ed initiativeitta agualei.fy as mini
I f a proposed initiative measure fails to obtain the requi
as a-imiiniiative, it mayilbhe attrivaet ed dd ea rmiqruie s3tl &f 3t.Be .pr op

1.08.200 Recall
The people further reserve the power of recall as provideoc
(Ord3178 4).
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