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From: Lydia Bennett [mailto:lydia@saratogacom.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 5:24 PM
To: MY - mayorsoffice@cob.org <mayorsoffice@cob.org>; rbrowne@co.whatcom.wa.us;
bbuchana@co.whatcom.wa.us; jlouws@co.whatcom.wa.us; Lilliquist, Michael W.
<mlilliquist@cob.org>; Hammill, Daniel C. <dchammill@cob.org>; alice@downtownbellingham.com;
michael_parker@whatcomhsc.org; robinm@nwys.org; guy@bellingham.com;
hanse@thelighthousemission.org
Subject: Low Barrier Homeless Shelter
Attached please find a letter regarding the siting of the low-barrier homeless
shelter. I want this letter to be included in all of the materials related to this project.
Thank you for taking the time to read this.
I will be attending the next meeting on Feb. 22.
Lydia
Lydia Bennett, CCIM
C: 360.224-6600

228 E. Champion Street, Suite 102
Bellingham, WA 98225
O: 360.676.4866
F: 360.733.8008
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Commercial Real Estate West Coast, Inc.
228 E. Champion, Suite 102
Bellingham, WA 98227-2794

February 14, 2018
Homeless Strategies Workgroup
Via email
Dear Members:
I am a small business owner who works in and is a partner in the ownership of the Fussner Building at 228 E. Champion Street.
The Fussner Building is located across the street from the County-owned parking lot that is being considered as a lowbarrier/no-barrier emergency housing shelter for people who are unable or unwilling to go to existing shelters.
Please eliminate this location from your consideration for the shelter. As a commercial real estate business person who loves to
work downtown, who has invested in downtown (both in renovating a building and in operating a business), and who is
overjoyed to see the progress in number of retail and office users who’ve invested in this area of Railroad, I am disheartened to
know that the parking lot site – should it become the “temporary” homeless shelter – would undo ALL of the years of hard
work that we, the City, and the Police have done to make this area of downtown economically viable.
Because the site is outside of the criteria established before searching for a location by the Lighthouse Mission and by the
Workgroup, it is clearly is not a good candidate and should be removed from the list of potential sites.
I understand the need to have a site and the reluctance of the City and the County to move forward certain sites owned by
them that may be more appropriate for a temporary shelter. The City does not want to have it at the former Sash and Door site
because of hopes for future development of an urban village. As a commercial real estate professional who travels and works
worldwide, this site will not be developed by the private sector without significant subsidies; alternative sites are in nontertiary markets are far more attractive and it is too close to an industrial business. I’m not sure why the City believes this will
be an urban village simply because it is written in a plan – the market will decide. The urban village that will be affected is in
the Champion/Railroad/York area that you’re considering for the shelter.
The County does not want to have it at the lot across from the Courthouse and City Hall because the County may want to
develop a jail there someday in the future. How long has the jail siting debate been being discussed? There is no end in sight.
Because the low-barrier shelter is proposed to be a “temporary” shelter then why can’t it be sited at one of these two sites?
When either municipality needs the site for development of an urban village or county jail, then perhaps BOTH municipalities
can agree now to share the costs of relocation. And, perhaps by that time a permanent shelter will have been built.
This is a difficult problem that is not easily solved. However, instead of compounding the problem by adding to it the economic
decline of downtown Bellingham if the shelter is located at this Champion Street site, please remove this business-oriented
urban village area from consideration.
Sincerely,
Lydia Bennett, CCIM, CPM
lbennett@ccim.net
360-224-6600

Commercial Real Estate West Coast, Inc.

