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TITLE OF DOCUMENT:

Resolution initiating proposed Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance amendments.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Cover letter
2. Draft Resolution Initiating Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Amendments

SEPA review required? ( X') Yes ( ) NO Should Clerk schedule a hearing? () Yes ( X) NO
SEPA review completed? ( )Yes ( X) NO Requested Date

' SEPA will be completed on those amendments initiated by the Council
_prior to final Council action.

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE: (If this item is an ordinance or requires a public
hearing, you must provide the language for use in the required public notice. Be specific and cite RCW or WCC as appropriate. Be
clear in explaining the intent of the action.)

Whatcom County Code 2.160.050 indicates that proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments are to be “initiated”
for further review by a majority vote of the County Council. Whatcom County Code 20.90.030 also allows the
Council to initiate zoning amendments. Planning and Development Services is forwarding the proposed docket
so that the Council can determine which amendments to initiate for further review.

COMMITTEE ACTION: COUNCIL ACTION:

Related County Contract #: Related File Numbers: Ordinance or Resolution Number:

Please Note: Once adopted and signed, ordinances and resolutions are available Jor viewing and printing on
the County’s website at: www.co.whatcom.wa.us/council.




Mark Personius, AICP
Interim Director

RECEIVED

WHATCOM COUNTY

Planning & Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive

Bellingham, WA 98226-9097
360-778-5900, TTY 800-833-6384
360-778-5901 Fax

FEB 15 2018
Memorandum JACK LOUWS
COUNTY EXECUTIVE
TO: The Honorable Jack Louws, Whatcom County Executive
The Honorable Whatcom County Council
FROM: Matt Aamot, Senior Planner\rﬂ<
THROUGH: Mark Personius, Interim Director wti?
DATE: February 12, 2018
SUBJECT: Resolution Initiating Comp Plan & Zoning Amendments

Pursuant to state and local law, proposed comprehensive plan and zoning
amendments are initiated for further review by the County Council each year. This
year, there are eight new applications and a number of previous applications
(initiated by Council in past years) on the proposed docket.

New Applications

Whatcom County has submitted or received new proposals relating to the following
topics for consideration in 2018:

e Capital Facility Planning

e Density Credit Program - Comprehensive Plan Amendments

e Repeal Cherry Point-Ferndale Subarea Plan

» Motorized Trail Systems on State DNR Managed Lands

e Critical Areas Ordinance - On-Going Agriculture

e Critical Areas Ordinance - Critical Areas Monitoring

e Whatcom County Code/Title 20 Amendments

e Wind Energy System Amendments
The Council should determine which of the above proposals to initiate for further
review in 2018. Initiated amendments will be submitted for SEPA review, evaluated

by the Planning Department, and go to a public hearing before the Planning



Commission prior to returning to the County Council for a final decision. If a
comprehensive plan amendment is not initiated by Council, it will not go forward.

Regarding the new suggested zoning text amendment for which no fee was paid
(relating to motorized trail systems on State DNR managed lands), WCC
20.90.040(4) states:

Interested persons may suggest revisions to WCC Title 20 . . . These
suggestions require no payment of a fee, are not initiated amendments, and
will not be processed as an amendment unless they have first been initiated
in the manner provided under WCC 20.90.030. None of the parties with
authority to initiate amendments under WCC 20.90.030 are under any
obligation to initiate suggested revisions as amendments. All suggested
revisions shall be forwarded to the county council for review.

The Council may initiate the suggested zoning text amendment, in which case no
fees will be required. Alternatively, under current code (which is proposed for
modification - see Agenda Bill No. 2018-056), if the Council chooses not to initiate
this suggested zoning amendment, the applicant may initiate the amendment by
paying the required application fees.

Previous Applications

In addition to the new applications, the following projects were initiated for review
in previous years. They are included in the proposed resolution, as review has not
been completed:

Urban Fringe Subarea Plan Update;

Mineral Resource Lands — County-wide Designation Process;
New Marine Resource Lands Section in the Comprehensive Plan;
Water Resources - Growth Management Act Compliance;
Wireless Communication Facilities;

Permit Review Procedures;

Sign Regulations Update;

Vacation Rental Regulations;

Code Enforcement Amendments;

Boundary Line Adjustments;

Weddings and Special Events;

Bellingham Development Standards;

Agricultural Strategic Plan Implementation; and

Mineral Resource Lands Expansion — North Star Rd.

Thank you for your consideration of the proposed resolution. We look forward to
discussing it with you.



Comprehensive Plan & Zoning Amendments, 2/12/2018

Proposed by: Planning & Development Services
Introduction date:

RESOLUTION NO.
INITIATING COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING AMENDMENTS

WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A.470) requires the County to
consider the proposed docket of comprehensive plan and development regulation amendments
on at least an annual basis; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of WCC 2.160.050 indicate that Comprehensive Plan
amendments are to be “initiated” for review by approval of a resolution by the County Council.
WCC 20.90.030 indicates that the Council may also initiate zoning amendments; and

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Planning and Development Services Department has
forwarded a docket of proposed Comprehensive Plan and zoning amendments to the County
Council for consideration;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Whatcom County Council hereby
initiates for formal review the amendments shown on attached Exhibit A.

APPROVED this day of 2018.

ATTEST WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL
WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council Rud Browne, Council Chair

APPROVED AS TO FORM.:

o

Civil D@Wtor
-
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