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From: Sandy Robson [mailto:sjrer2@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 07, 2019 5:41 PM
To: Barry Buchanan; Todd Donovan; Carol Frazey; Satpal Sidhu; Rud Browne; Barbara Brenner; Tyler Byrd; Council
Cc: Jack Louws
Subject: Cherry Point Amendments - August 5, 2019 draft documents

Dear Whatcom County Council members,

I am writing to ask you to put in place the strongest protections possible while you are making changes to Council’s draft
Whatcom County Fossil Fuel Policies and Potential Amendments Policy Amendments, as well as changes to code.
At the bottom of my email, I have attached 3 screenshots of Council’s draft document entitled “Whatcom County Fossil Fuel
Policies and Potential Amendments, Policy Amendments.”
On page 1 of Council’s draft document entitled “Whatcom County Fossil Fuel Policies and Potential Amendment Policy
Amendments,” under Policy 2CC-11, line 29 reads:
“Protect traditional commercial and tribal fishing; and”
Since our U.S. Constitution states that treaties are the supreme law of the land, I suggest that it would be more appropriate to
lead that particular line with tribal fishing in terms of the order of things.
So, I suggest that line 29 should instead read:
“Protect tribal and traditional commercial fishing;”
On page 2 of Council’s draft document entitled “Whatcom County Fossil Fuel Policies and Potential Amendment Policy
Amendments,” under Policy 2CC-16, lines 37-40 read:
“limit the negative impacts on public safety, transportation, the economy, and environment from new fossil fuel facilities,
including new or expanded crude oil, coal, liquified petroleum gases, natural gas, and facilities within the Cherry Point UGA
above levels in existence as of XXX, 2019.”
I suggest changing the order of the wording in line 37 such that the word “environment” follows directly after the words
public safety,” then followed by the word “transportation,” and then finally with the word “economy.” I believe that should be
the order of importance.
So, lines 37-40 should instead read as follows:
“limit the negative impacts on public safety, environment, transportation, and the economy, from new fossil fuel facilities,
including new or expanded crude oil, coal, liquified petroleum gases, natural gas, and facilities within the Cherry Point UGA
above levels in existence as of XXX, 2019.”

Also, I don’t understand why Council, in the same section of its draft document, is including language such as “new fossil
fuel facilities” and “including new or expanded crude oil, coal, liquified petroleum gases, natural gas, and facilities.”
Referencing “new fossil fuel facilities” appears that it would be in conflict with Council’s proposed amendment to code
20.66.200 which reads, “Prohibit New Fossil Fuel Refineries.”
I suggest Council ensure that there be no language in the policy draft document that would conflict with the proposed
amendment to code 20.66.200 which reads, “Prohibit New Fossil Fuel Refineries.”
I believe it is extremely important that Council ensure the language “Prohibit New Fossil Fuel Refineries” is added to our
code.
I request that Council, in its work on these amendments to policies and codes relating to the area within the Cherry Point
UGA, create the strongest possible protections against pollution and any other adverse impacts, and to prevent catastrophic
incidents which can bring serious harm to humans, marine life, wildlife, and our environment on which we depend.
Thank you for considering my comment.
Regards,
Sandy Robson
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