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Good Evening Homeless Strategy Workgroup.
My name is Kai and I am a resident, worker, student, voter, previously homeless, advocate for the
homeless in Bellingham. And that picture is not of me. That's one of your officers, wearing the
signature style COB under the nose bandana.
This is going to be a long message, so this is one of the main things I would like you to focus on:
Please ensure power, water, bathrooms, and trash service like before to those that have been
displaced today. We are in a pandemic and this is a public health emergency, this homeless crisis we
have is one component of that. Racism is another issue but I will not address that specifically in this
message. Please ensure that the campers are provided with the belongings that were taken and that
a thorough review of the escalation of this sweep was necessary. Needless trauma was done and
officers were not doing their duty in wearing facemasks correctly despite wearing gear that was
military grade and should be reprimanded for doing so in a pandemic. A thorough review should be
done to see if we really had availability in sites that were appropriate when this sweep was done. A
review should be done to see if a credible threat was really imminent and what that entailed. I don’t
think any of us wants a repeat of what happened that day.
The following comment lists my thoughts before the City of Bellingham’s press conference with the
Bellingham Police. Following this is my response to their press release. These relate to this
workgroup on addressing homelessness and specifically the aftermath of the sweep of camp 210. I
am hoping there will be some dialogue and discussion about the events before this next meeting, but
if all these parties of this group don't meet until the next HSWG, I hope that you won’t forget the
events today on January, 28, 2020.
I am going to share a few thoughts of mine regarding the sweep at Camp 210 at Bellingham City Hall.
This sweep was a mistake and many community members expect an apology. This article is not a
message of a reflection of a movement that has happened in the past but a reflection of what
happened today.

Several months ago, houseless community members were scattered amongst riverbeds, under trees,
under bridges, under storefronts, in their cars, or in between places. This still goes on, but this
pandemic has clearly increased economic tensions and widened disparities. And one day, houseless
folks decided to gather up at City Hall together because why not - it had been done before, it was a
public area, it was cold, it was somewhat sheltered. City of Bellingham wasn't having it and they did
what they knew best in responding to the homeless; sweep them. Sweep them at a time when a
sweep policy was not public, and when made public, regarded sweeps illegal. And people showed
up. Dozens of people circled the campers and the cops did not show up. The camp grew. With
growing size, tensions increased when no other good alternatives were in place.
Alternatives which were not accessible to the houseless at the Camp 210 include:
Many non profits, who were and are at capacity and offered little support to these houseless at camp
210 (opportunity council, HOT team, etc.) (with exception of some gloves)
Lighthouse mission, contracted with the city in their new place called "Base Camp" was able to house
200 people under a christian mission that aimed at making them know god and believing that once
they built this connection, they could heal from the mental health conditions or other challenges that
faced them. The reality is that there are concerns of folks of a wide range including being triggered by
religious trauma, and there isn't enough to house the nearly 150 people at Camp 210's peak.
Tensions that grew included a larger fire that caused a scare but did not deal property damage nor
people's lives from someone that suffered with a mental health condition. Tensions grew because
there are no reasonable alternatives and no funding for case workers, health professionals, no
housing, no support in food, people here have largely been abandoned by the city and nonprofits in
town. Then there was the story about the hatchet. Please do not claim the story if you do not know
the full details. Me included so do take my words with a grain of salt. The story that I know is it
involved a white supremacist - I do know this specifically because there are photos of the victims
neck and the person is on FB and it matches up. The second part which i can't confirm and is likely
true, is this individual had brandished a gun and was terrorizing a camper, and previously had done
so. This isn't so uncommon lately, especially triggered with the mayor's comparison to the DC
insurrection of storming to a small group of individuals who entered the city hall. These folks entered
the city hall when it was opened somehow, sat for 15 minutes demanding to meet with the mayor,
and the police guided the protestors following them out of the building without confrontation.
As this day closes, a page has stained Bellingham's history when our city let a heavily militarized
force of sniper holding officers, SWAT, Whatcom Sheriff, Bellingham Police, Customs Border Patrol
to break up a homeless encampment. This is during a pandemic, in the winter, in 30 degree weather.
I thought I was in a war zone. Photos circulate online of a majority of these officers with their masks
below their noses even when they are on the “safety line” This is instead of sending social workers,
nurses, advocates, and others to help the campers in this spot or help them to a new spot. Was this
an exercise to fulfill a quota given that there have not been many protests including no significant
inauguration protest recently otherwise and the police had nowhere to exercise their fancy equipment
that was often granted by the military? Equipment for war zones, able to assassinate, mass murder,
and quash any people that disagree with the city? I am grateful that this equipment has not seen light
used fully today, but the day is still not over. Cops are still patrolling and will at the next encampment
should one be created.
Bellingham has a long dark history of exploitation including its history of alliances with the KKK,
kicking out of our Sikh, Chinese, other asian communities, pushing natives into reservations and
failing to follow treaties. It would be ignorant to think that this was largely a surprise, that this would
not happen again. I hope the City will recognize and it appears the community is, that this force was

comical to respond to a force of a few dozen protestors with their hands and their signs with a force
able to destabilize and overthrow a government.
Many are working during this sweep happening, having to focus on making sure they pay their bills in
this challenging time, those close to the scene fear of retaliation. This day marks a new direction that
our city's leadership is not afraid to employ. Gone may be the days of muted cop response to BLM
presence, hello to a world of a militarized state. This was administered by your own mayor, accepted
by its councilmembers, drawing support from your council.
I and many others will miss the rich conversations we had with the houseless at Camp 210. Each
day, each person, each visitor, each volunteer, each of us I'm sure has a story to tell who has come
through the Camp. I grieve for the space where this community banded up to support those that were
houseless when there are no reasonable alternative places for them to be. I miss the conversation
with one camper whose eyes shined when she heard in a camp meeting that she could park in this
lot and people would keep in eye on her, when previously as an individual in a private place she
would constantly be at risk of harassment from cops and other folks.
Camp 210 is not all of the houseless in bellingham. It is not, will be or ever was all of them. But it was
a success when it went on despite challenges through negotiation. Negotiation that had gone on for
months with advocates arguing for immediate shelters, and when each time the city would argue for
less, the camp grew and grew, and the city kept its original promise at the beginning of the start when
there were only 25 campers. Constantly the city pushed back against a low barrier shelter that is
proven to be successful as evidenced based practice
(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19336710/) and (https://healthland.time.com/2012/01/20/the-wethouse-homeless-people-with-alcoholism-drink-less-when-booze-is-allowed/?
fbclid=IwAR1TgrKyeZkZ_uj9OeDrIGkVL9NEbpuiaW1PYSl77PUfmyyKmk5A7eT1T28#ixzz1k1x4v0Xa)
Promises and words and law are meaningless if they are not kept by a government that we are
expected to respect and trust. Campers were ordered to be swept a third time for this Friday,
tomorrow, but instead, at around 8am today, 50 cops were spotted at once, and that was a warning
sign of the impending sweep that was carried out early today.
The scene of the sweep was chaotic. The militarized response, the lack of accountability of our
government to come down and try to calm things down, the anger of protestors, several campers,
several those that have previously been houseless, people who often have been struggling with
similar threats of eviction notices from their landlords, and QTPOC+ community who have been
triggered by our police by their profiling.
The sweep was traumatic for many there, likely for many of us watching, and I can't imagine what it
must have been like for those living these experiences, the campers themselves. All of this to reduce
the Bad PR of a homelessness crisis at this own city's door at City Hall.
This sweep was a mistake and community members expect an apology, despite tensions existing.
Now I anticipate an announcement of relief from our mayor saying, we successfully ended the
encampment, the one promise that was kept through this. He has left a shell of a body at City Hall but
that body will not always stay peaceful and separated like they were before. This is the second time
in recent history campers have posted up at City Hall. No doubt it will happen again, no doubt folks
will look for new places. No doubt will people work towards building up a place for these folks, then
breaking them down, as our city has done. Congratulations to some of the folks who walked down
city hall who don't have to recognize the city has a houseless problem. Congratulations to our police
who can now survey houseless people without any significant press, congratulations to our city who
can move forward towards doing things like patting themselves on the bat on some greenway in a
rich neighborhood for rich people with anti-homeless features and consider that green.

Camp 210 wasn't a mistake. Camp 210/Camp 210 Love/BOP/Bellingham Occupied Protest/just
people having a place to stay and appreciated some help and not knowing where they lived/a
community that was built was a success. A community that is not tied together now by location but
transcends this. Yes there have been tensions among volunteers, among campers, among
community members, and all numerations of in between. But it grew from two tents, a piece of paper
ordering to vacate, to a community of 150 people, 100s of supporters, and an easy opportunity for
folks to support each other in these hard times. Many of us could be homeless in a second, a bad
medical accident and maybe we didn't but maybe we did have insurance but our insurance wouldn't
cover it or wouldnt cover all of it and we dived into our savings and recognized there was so few
since we had lost a restaurant job, we had not yet been accepted to unemployment, or whichever
combination.
Continuing on, the movement of people across ages, among community individuals who want to
support, houseless, folks for racial justice, working people and students in solidarity with the
houseless has strengthened in this effort. And it is still important we support houseless more than
ever. Even if it doesn't warrant you a social media post or there are others to recognize, each
homeless person has a different story, and it is just as important.
Let's not make Bellingham's subdued history of affordable options to think that we can't change it.
There are so many different ways to plug into help, so much need, and it is true we won't solve
homelessness in the immediate future or our broken economic system. But we can make significant
strides that dramatically alter the lives of a huge number of our community. However, the end to
homelessness, and these other issues may not necessarily be years ahead, it may be closer than we
think. Why is it so hard for the city to build a camp that acknowledges that addiction hurts many
nearby, but acknowledges the humanity of these people, unlike our city that chose before this sweep
to take down the last piece of support they offered, which was the only support: porta-potties and
hand washing stations, their closure of which is a public health disgrace.
Note: I speak for myself, as a community member, not for the BOP mutual aid collective.
…
This is my response to the press release by the city of bellingham and BPD:
RE: Camp 210. Another day and hour of misinformation. I will touch on the following topics listed in
this article:
-Mayor Seth Fleetwood
Careful thought
confrontation
call out for support
..
-Chief of Police Flo Simon
city, several depts involved
aggressors
safe working space.
assault
-to Mayor Seth Fleetwood:

Careful thought - it was a careful thought to sweep these houseless folks with no other place to go?
Could have first sent in social workers, health professionals, builders, advocates?
confrontation - So there was a rock thrown at a city hall window - yet even in this case you all have
the priveledge of being on zoom at home - and then there are some houseless protectors who want
to stop these folks from being evicted, of course there will be confrontation when you offer them no
credible alternative than a 25 bed camp with all these barriers for 150 people who cannot stay at
base camp for a number of reasons.
call out for support
I don't know of a call out but if it was done, wouldn't you call for support if you felt confrontation - oh
wait you called in 100s of police, whatcom sheriff, CBP, batons, military vehicles rifles automatic
weapons snipers and more.
..
-To Chief of Police Flo Simon:
city, several depts involved
OK. so this is to the city as well then: Why were you complicit in this plan with the Mayor? What
reasoning can you back up to sweep when there is no credible place to go? To the police: what
happened to your tactics of standing back you have done in previous lately BLM protests? don't you
know that police escalation leads to escalation of protests?
aggressors:
There definitely was confrontation, being homeless is untenable, and you are not the aggressor? As I
said, 100s of police, whatcom sheriff, CBP, batons, military vehicles, rifles, automatic weapons
snipers and more - what was the reason?
safe working space:
you could have worked from zoom, as many of your employees already do. These folks dont have
the privilege to go home to zoom. They live in real life.
assault
A line of at least 15 was constantly noticed by police that shoved housing protectors at the call of "4
feet!" then you would have one hand on your baton and close to the pistol and the other hand
shoving people down to the ground when they more often than not just stood still around the campers
belongings. What about your assault? smacking folks on the necks with your batons, grabbing
people's phones away, trying to pull protestors away from the scene? No doubt there were injuries to
the protestors. No doubt there will be COVID spread because of your officers. Many have taken
photos of your "safety line" cops not wearing a mask over their nose and breathing heavily on
campers and protestors. When asked to cover one inch more of their nose with their thin bandanas,
they didn't even respond.

Although this message was tailored for the city and BPD, it does relate to this group and its work to
address houselessness. My post may have sounded adversarial, but that is not my whole hope. Yes
many are angry at the City's overreaction, but that should not mean that negotiations are still needed
to ensure the safety of those that have been swept and an apology made to heal from this tragic
chapter of Bellingham’s History.
I look forward to receiving your response and hearing what steps you will take to ensure the
legitimate safety of those houseless that were removed at Camp 210.

Thank you,
Kai,
Bellingham, WA

Photos:
several police members, in military gear with COB thin bandana, nose uncovered, within 6 feet of
protestors, carrying a (rifle?) as city employees remove camp belongings. When asked to politely
bring the mask up, the officer ignored the requests. ( would this photo be able to be shared too? If not
that is ok, maybe share it with lower resolution? or if no photos allowed, this text alone just take out
the photos)
Snipers set up, and "safety line" all of police

