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Whatcom County is working with community partners
to reduce flood risk and improve conditions for fish and
farms in the Lower Nooksack River. We call it Floodplain
Integrated Planning. It is a way of looking for opportunities
to improve how we manage the floodplain for ecosystem
health, salmon recovery, viable agriculture, climate
resilience, and reduced flood risk. T his effort re quires
participation from many partners including: landowners
and farmers, the Lummi Nation and Nooksack Indian Tribe,
the Flood Control Zone District and government agencies,
technical experts, non-profit organizations, and the cities
located in the floodplain.
The story of the Nooksack River and this collaborative work
is beautifully told in the animated video, The Nooksack River:
Nature of Change, produced by The Nature Conservancy.
Watch the video and learn how it was made at:
https://www.washingtonnature.org/
fieldnotes/2021/6/16/the-nooksack-river-nature-ofchange.
continued next page...
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Flood, Fish, and
Farms: Working
Together (cont.)
As illustrated in the video, river systems
change.
Change is normal.
The
Nooksack once flowed north into the
Fraser River before it moved south to
flow into Lummi and Bellingham Bays.
It moved again after the community
removed a large logjam near Ferndale
in 1877 to its current path flowing to
Bellingham Bay. Over the last 170 years,
we have built our communities around Artwork by Bradley James Lockhart
the Nooksack and constrained its channel by dredging and building levees. These measures have
allowed cities, homes, and farms to flourish in the floodplain, but there are unintended consequences
like the loss of important habitat for salmon and other fish and wildlife species.
A Floodplain Integrated Planning (FLIP) Team has been working since 2017 to collect science-based
information and do the planning necessary to identify projects that restore natural functions of
the river while also meeting the community’s need for protection from flooding. The end goal
is to construct projects that reduce flood hazards, improve habitat, honor treaty rights, preserve
agricultural land, and create resiliency to climate change. Construction of these flood-fish-farm
projects is already underway, and many partners are working hard to plan more.

Wood habitat structures installed as part of the
Abbott Levee Habitat Improvement Project, August 2021. These structures improve fish habitat
and reduce erosion that threatens a county road.

Lynden Levee Rehabilitation and Channel Realignment Project, August 2021. This project
provides protection to the Lynden Wastewater
Treatment Plant and farmland while also improving habitat with a new fish-friendly culvert
and improved off-channel habitat for salmonids.

Do you have any questions or want to learn more? Visit the Whatcom County Public Works River and
Flood Division website www.whatcomcounty.us/593/River-Flood or call (360) 778-6230.
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Whatcom County Conservation Easement Program
Whatcom County’s Purchase of Development Rights Program recently changed names and is now
the Whatcom County Conservation Easement Program (CEP). This name change better represents
the program’s purpose: purchasing conservation easements that will protect important agricultural
lands, forestland, and ecological areas in Whatcom County. Since the program’s establishment,
development rights have been removed by placing conservation easements on properties. A
conservation easement is a perpetual contract agreement where a landowner agrees to protect the
values present on the property.
Whatcom County compensates landowners for the value of the conservation easement, often with
a combination of federal, state, and local funds. This gives property owners the ability to unlock the
value of the development potential of their property and use that value for other purposes, such as
reinvesting in their farm or supplementing their retirement.

Over 1,500 Acres Protected

To date, the program has protected over 1,500 acres. The majority of protected land is farmland,
which works towards Whatcom County’s goal of maintaining 100,000 acres of land available for
agriculture. Roughly 86,000 acres of agricultural lands are protected by zoning.

For more information,
contact the Program Administrator:
Phone: 360-778-5956
Email: rsnijder@whatcomcounty.us

or visit
www.whatcomcounty.us/573
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Find and fix small problems
early, before a big (costly)
problem develops.

Septic systems that are evaluated

Fall
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Managing Weeds in the Fall
At this time of year the rains return and plant world begins to settle in for some winter dormancy.
While most of us think about weed control in the spring, fall is also a great time to manage many
of our toughest weeds like tansy ragwort, thistles, poison hemlock and knotweeds. A little bit of
homework can help you get the jump on weeds before next spring.
Identify your weeds first. You must know your target so that you can understand how to wrangle
it. Whatcom County’s Noxious Weed Control Board staff can help identify weeds. There are weed
identification books and of course there is the internet. Looking at multiple resources will help you
make sure to avoid cases of mistaken identity.
Not all weeds grow alike. Knowing the life cycle of a weed makes all the difference between effective
weed control and wasted time on mistaken efforts. There are three life cycle types: Annual, Biennial
and Perennial. Annual weeds germinate, flower, make seed and die within one season. Some annuals
can have multiple generations per year. Annuals typically have weaker root systems and are not as
robust as biennials or perennials, but they can produce impressive amounts of seed. Biennial weeds
complete their life in two years. The first year they send up leaves, sometimes called a rosette. The
second year they “bolt” or send up the flowering stems which eventually produce seed. Poison
hemlock and tansy ragwort are toxic biennial weeds. Perennial weeds are usually the most challenging
to manage. Like biennials, the first year is all about the leaves and after that they produce seed year
after year after year. They often have very tough root systems, sometimes creeping roots, which
store loads of energy to keep coming back after they’ve been repeatedly mowed. They may also
grow new plants just from stem pieces. Knotweed (Japanese, Himalayan, Giant and Bohemian) is
one of our worst perennial weeds.
Timing is everything. In spring, biennial and
perennial weeds are actively growing and
their systems are moving water and nutrients
up and down the plant from the roots to the
leaves. During summer drought months weeds
can virtually shut down their systems from the
lack of water. Some finish out their life cycle
in summer but some, especially perennials, just
go dormant. In the fall, biennial and perennial
weeds will be greening back up with the return
of the rain and the systems will begin moving
water and nutrients downward into the roots
to go dormant for winter and to store up for
next year. This can be a good time to apply a
systemic herbicide since most of the movement
in the plant is going down to the roots. The soil
Bohemian knotweed (Polygonum bohemicum)
around them will be moist and looser than in
summer too and that can make for easier digging and removal of more of the roots. Mulching can
also help loosen soil and increase the ease of pulling and digging weeds in the longer term.
Herbicide requires the most consideration and homework and is often the last resort. As all weeds
are not alike, all herbicides are not alike either. Different herbicides will work on different pathways
and functions within different types of plants. If you decide to use herbicides it is important that
you know both your target weed and the chemical well so that you minimize the herbicide use. It’s
always important to READ THE LABEL before you purchase the product (most labels are online).
Be certain that the product is suitable for your weed and your site and follow the rates set on the
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label. More is NOT better. Making the solution stronger can actually make it less effective and uses
too much product. Consider the label as a legal document – it’s the law to follow those directions.
Please don’t forget to protect yourself: long sleeves/pants, waterproof gloves and boots and eye
protection at least.
Consider also what you want to put in place of the
weeds removed. Nature is not fond of a vacuum.
If you don’t pick out a plant to take the place of
the weedy ones you just managed, Mother Nature
will pick one out for you. The good news is that
with fall rains, the seed or plants you put out won’t
likely need any additional watering.
Follow up. One round hardly ever does the
complete job, whether you’re hand-pulling,
cutting and/or using herbicide. This is a longer
term project but one that can be managed well if
you get to know your enemy and your tools. For
specific management advice on different we ed
species, please visit the Whatcom County Noxious
Weed Program at: https://www.whatcomcounty.
us/930/Noxious-Weed-Fact-Sheets or call the
office at 360-778-6234.
Tansy ragwort (Jacobaea vulgaris)

Whatcom Conservation District Landowner Spotlight
"LESS MUD has been truly amazing. Having
a designated manure bunker has also been a
huge game changer. My animals are happier
being out of the filth and waste and clean and
dry through the winter." - Tristin Stanbro

Whatcom CD was able to partner with Tristin
and Derek through our Farm Planning and
Small Grants programs to better manage
mud and manure on their farm. Contact us
to learn more about the programs you may
qualify for!

www.whatcomcd.org/node/383

(360) 526 2381
Fall 2021
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Community Partnerships Help Osprey Hill Farm
Grow Sustainably
By Lorraine Wilde on behalf of Whatcom Land Trust with Aneka Sweeney of Whatcom Conservation District

Osprey Hill Farm, owned and operated by Geoff and Anna Martin on Saxon Road just south
of Acme, has had an incredible year despite the challenges of the pandemic. Thanks to
partnerships with Whatcom Land Trust (the Trust) and Whatcom Conservation District
(WCD), Osprey Hill has expanded their produce farm, developed a Farm Plan and constructed
a waste storage and composting facility.
Osprey Hill is a hard working family-owned and
operated livestock and organic market vegetable
farm that’s been in operation in the south fork
valley for almost 20 years. In a typical year, they
raise around 8 sheep ewes, 12 lambs, 400 laying
hens and 5,500 meat birds. They also
operate Osprey Hill Butchery in Acme, a
Washington State Department of Agriculture
inspected poultry processing facility where
they process their own birds and rabbits, as
well as an additional 15,000 to 20,000 birds per
year for fellow farmers in the area.

Osprey Hill Farm

Produce Farm Expansion with Support from Whatcom Land Trust

Geoff and Anna were interested in expanding but weren’t finding nearby property that would fit the
bill. Until they discovered that the Trust owned a property adjacent to their farm and were looking for
the right farmers to buy it. “The Trust’s primary goals for the property are to enhance conservation
around the stream that bisects the property and to protect precious farmland from redevelopment,”
explains the Trust’s Conservation Manager Alex Jeffers.
The Trust had purchased the property in 2014. It was previously a poplar tree farm owned by Pacifica
Poplar. The Trust’s mission includes the protection of agricultural and open space lands in Whatcom
County for future generations by securing interests in land and promoting land stewardship. To
date, the Trust has protected 1,804 acres of working agricultural lands to ensure local food security
in Whatcom County’s agricultural corridors. They’ve protected more than 24,000 acres total in
Whatcom County since the nonprofit was established in Lynden in 1984.
“We’d been eyeing that property for almost 20 years,” remembers Anna. “It went up for sale in April,
about the busiest time of year in the farming season. We were just too busy to even think about it.”
But they eventually called the Trust and discovered that this sale represented a win-win situation for
all.
“The Trust applied to Whatcom County’s Agricultural Purchase of Development Rights (PDR)
program to sell the one development right located on property, which allowed the Trust to sell the
property to Geoff and Anna at a lower price,” explains Jeffers. “Under the PDR program, the land
will be protected as farmland, the Trust was able to permanently protect the tributary stream, and
the Martins were able to purchase farmland at an affordable price point to expand their operations.”
The Martins used the USDA Farm Services Agency (FSA) farm loan program to purchase the title
to the property which closed in May, with the Trust holding the conservation easement. “The PDR
program is a great way to fulfill the need for development to house people in areas of density while
keeping ag space open and available in perpetuity,” adds Anna. “The Trust was extremely patient
with that process. All these things came together at the right place at the right time.”
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Composting Help from Whatcom Conservation District

“Our butchering business solves a need for a lot of small farmers in our area,” Anna explains Osprey
Hill Butchery’s vital role in the local farming community. “They want to raise livestock but have no
butchering options. So we started our butchery business in 2014. But at the end of a butchery day
we have over 100 gallons of offal, or waste material, that we can’t sell for human consumption. We
needed some way to deal with that.”
In partnership with the Whatcom Conservation District, Osprey Hill completed a comprehensive
Farm Plan and constructed a waste storage and composting facility with 53 cubic yards of storage.
“Now with offal and dairy solids from Coldstream Farm down the road, we layer the materials daily
and end of the year we have a beautiful, rich compost that we’re able to spread on our farm and
share with others,” adds Anna. The composting also prevents run off to the stream, a tributary to the
South Fork Nooksack.
Whatcom Conservation District supports local farming by offering small grants of up to $3,000 for
eligible
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completed
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Tips for Septic Systems

TIPS FOR SEPTIC SYSTEMS
One of the most common reasons septic systems fail is too much water through it.
Simple things you can do around the house to prevent hundreds of excess gallons of
water going to your septic are:

Find and fix small problems
early, before a big (costly)
problem develops.

1
2
3

Septic systems that are evaluated
and maintained regularly simply
last longer and work better. An
evaluation by a licensed septic
professional helps keep everything
in tip top shape.

Financial assistance is available
to help you find, and fix repairs.
•

1. Do Laundry throughout
the week, avoid ‘catch up’
days.

2. Find and fix
leaking toilet
flappers.

3. Divert runoff/
downspouts. away
from your septic
system.

Find more information and tips on our web page:
www.whatcomcounty.us/2887/I-Have-a-Septic-System

•

The septic rebate program
can reimburse you for costs
associated with an evaluation,
pumping, or installation of
equipment, or septic tank
pumping.
The Clean Water Loan Program
offers affordable loans to repair
or replace failing systems.

Fall 2021
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Whatcom County
Overview & Resources
Whatcom County is vast and geographically
complex, hosting a broad array of habitats
and species. The jurisdictional landscape
is equally complex, with intersecting city,
county, state, tribal, federal, and private
management jurisdictions. Whatcom County
covers an area roughly 2,504 square miles in
size, including 2,107 sq mi of land and 397
sq mi of water. Approximately two thirds
of the county is under federal management
administered through the US Department of
Agriculture, Forest Service and Department
of the Interior, National Park Service.

Partners & Contacts
Agricultural Organizations
• Washington Red Raspberry Commission:
www.red-raspberry.org
• Washington Blueberry Commission:
www.wablueberries.com/wa-blueberry-commission
• Washington Seed Potato Commission:
www.waseedpotato.com
• Whatcom County Cattlemen’s Association:
www.facebook.com/whatcomcountycattlemen
• Whatcom County Dairy Federation:
www.wastatedairy.com
• Whatcom County Farm Bureau:
www.whatcomfarmbureau.com
• Ag Water Board: www.agwaterboard.com
• Whatcom Family Farmers:
www.whatcomfamilyfarmers.org

Entities Related to Agriculture
• Whatcom Conservation District:
www.whatcomcd.org or (360) 526-2381
• WSU Extension: www.extension.wsu.edu/whatcom or
(360) 778-5800
• Farm Service Agency: www.fsa.usda.gov or
(360) 318-8121
• Natural Resource Conservation Service:
www.nrcs.usda.gov or (360) 318-8121
• Sustainable Connections:
www.sustainableconnections.org or (360) 647-7093

Other Entities Related to Natural Resources
• Whatcom County Farm Forestry Association:
www.wafarmforestry.com/Whatcom
• Washington State Department of Natural Resources:
www.dnr.wa.gov
• Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife:
www.wdfw.wa.gov
• North Cascades Audubon Society:
www.northcascadesaudubon.org
• Web Soil Survey: websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov
• WSU Extension Forestry: www.forestry.wsu.edu
• Whatcom Food Network: www.whatcomfoodnetwork.org

Whatcom County: www.whatcomcounty.us
• Planning & Development Services (360) 778-5900
• River & Flood (360) 778-6230
• Public Works (360) 778-6200
• Health Department (360) 778-6000

Whatcom County Planning & Development Services
Northwest Annex
5280 Northwest Drive
Bellingham, WA 98226-9099
Phone: 360-778-5900

We're on the Web!
www.whatcomcounty.us

